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Book Summary 


The title itself gives a hint of what this memoir is all about. The 
story was narrated by Marcus Luttrell, Team Leader, SDV Team 1, 
Alfa Platoon, who is among the members of the U.S. Navy SEAL 
Team 10. The United States Navy SEALs are highly trained elite 
warriors of the U.S. Armed Forces capable of operating on sea, land 
and air. The main story revolves around his firsthand experiences as 
the “Lone Survivor” of Operation Redwing in the mountains of 
Afghanistan. The members of the Operation are from the U.S. Navy 
SEAL with a mission of surveilling and extracting the highly 
dangerous Taliban leader, Ben Sharmak (Ahmad Shah). 


The book began with Marcus narrating his life before entering the 
U.S. Navy’s special Operations force, while at the Coronado beach 
and other training bases for the training proper, and after surviving 
the most rigorous of all forces training. At the age 12, he was 
already half-prepared to join such a force. Unlike other teenagers 
his age, he has capabilities and potential which Billy Shelton, a 
former Green Beret sergeant, was able to discern as the training 
went on. Shelton was the one whom Marcus asked to train him in 
preparation to be a Navy SEAL. Against all odds, Marcus was able to 
finish the training. 


The succeeding chapters continued with Marcus and his fellow 
SEALs traversing borders to reach Afghanistan. The plot which 
changed the lives of the four SEALS Team 10 began upon reaching 


the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. More specifically, they were one 


decision away from changing the course of their lives forever. 


Background 


a. Origin of the Trade 


C. 


The story was written by Marcus Luttrell himself, one of the 
Operation Redwing members. The movie brought into light real- 
life experiences of the SEALs Team 10 as they fought insurgents. 
In the sixth chapter of the book, the author highlighted the 
difficulty on their part in dealing with Afghan. Civilians are 
difficult to distinguish from armed ones. And they are warned not 
to shoot unarmed civilians even when they might be spies or 


secret armies disguising as civilians. 


. Modus Operandi 


The book showed how military operations and battles are 
carried out. 


Threat or Adversary 


Originally, the war was an internal conflict between 
communists and the Afghan government which began in the 
1970's. The insurgency attacks are instigated by Talibans. 


The story revolves around the long-term armed conflict 
between Afghanistan and the U.S after the September 11 attacks 
by the terrorist group Al-Qaeda killing nearly 3,000 people. This 
is said to be the “Pearl Harbor of the 21st century”. It is in fact, 
the beginning of the end of the terrorists’ era of violence. 


Terrorism, which rooted way back in the 1900’s is a threat, 
not only in the Middle Eastern countries, but also across all parts 


of the globe. This is the greatest threat among nations since 
terrorist attacks are unpredictable and may occur at any time 
and any place. 


. Strengths 


It is undeniable that the U.S. forces are way too advanced 
in terms of military technology. These helped the forces carry out 
their operations no matter how dangerous these may seem. The 
months of training that these U.S. Navy SEALs went through, 
helped them prepare for operations such as the Operation 
Redwing. 


. Weaknesses 


Given the real accounts of war between terrorists and the 
U.S. Navy SEALs narrated in the book, it paints a bad image 
against Afghans and Muslims, in general. The violence 
committed by terrorists leaves a bad impression among Muslims 


since these terrorists are primarily followers of Islam religion. 


Social Environment 


The lonely mountains of Afghanistan, echoes the hidden 
terrors among the SEALs whose survivals are uncertain. This life 
uncertainty is also reflected among the Afghan people whose 
entire nation is at constant war. The terrorism has long been part 
of their lives even before the September 9, 2001, attack which is 
parallel to that of the attack in Pearl Harbor during 1941. 


Analysis 


a. Related Philippine Vulnerability 


The Philippines is an archipelagic country. That 
geographical feature poses difficulty in having the nation as one. 
The groups of islands are of different cultures and sets of beliefs, 
which is usually the cause of misunderstandings. This is 
particularly the case in Mindanao which is populated by various 
ethnic groups. These groups are vulnerable to such lawless 
engagements due in part to the government’s failure in terms of 
providing the necessities of people most especially the 


marginalized ones. 


. Lessons that the Philippine Law Enforcement Agencies can learn 
from the book 

The Philippine Law Enforcement Agencies could learn on 
how to protect the uniformed men in circumstances which may 
put them in the position of being unable to protect themselves. 
This is particularly in cases where they are not allowed to shoot 
anyone even if the person is a possible person of interest since 
that suspected person is still covered by the Fourth Geneva 


Convention. 


. Recommended Course of Action for the BFP or other Law 


Enforcement Agencies (*annotate cited references) 


To properly execute operations, the agencies involved are 
expected to take part. As such, the collaboration and 


coordination among members of the said agencies is a must. 


In the Philippines, Law enforcement agencies understand 
the importance of collaboration and coordination. Working 
together will address various challenges related to crime, 
terrorism, illegal drugs, smuggling, and public safety. Further, by 


sharing resources, information, and expertise, these agencies 
enhance their effectiveness and optimize their efforts. 
Collaboration among law enforcement agencies strengthens the 
overall security and stability of the country, ultimately creating a 
safe and secure environment for the Filipino people [1]. 


IV. Most Powerful line that summarizes the book (not more than 25 
words) 


“No SEAL was ever left alone to die on the battlefield. No SEAL.” 
- Marcus Luttrell 
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